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sister-in-law, who was staying with them, had witnessed the recent scenes of terror and confusion and had had the melancholy duty of telling the poor Duchess that the hour $he had so long dreaded was here at last. The stricken lady rushed out in her nightdress on to the gallery from where she saw the bleeding body of him whom she had loved more dearly than life itself. cAh, poor ladies,5 wrote Dorchester, who, attracted by the screams, witnessed the scene, 'such was their screechings, tears and distractions, that I never in my life heard the like before and hope never to hear the like again.'1
Meanwhile Captain Charles Price had saddled his horse and ridden post-haste to Southwick to convey the dreadful tidings to the King. Charles was at morning prayer when the messenger arrived and whispered the news in his ear. His face instantly clouded with signs of the deepest emotion, but, like one dazed by a nightmare, he concluded his prayers in the normal manner. Once in his own room he awoke to reality, and throwing himself upon the bed burst into passionate tears, stricken to the very heart at the loss of his dearest friend. There can be little doubt that at this bitter moment King Charles and his people were alienated beyond any hope of reconciliation. Between them would always be the spectre of his murdered friend, of whom he afterwards spoke as 'his martyr9. These feelings were strengthened as he heard how the public had received the news with joyful faces, and openly drunk the murderer's health in the streets.
On September loth, 1628, the mortal remains of him who had been the most powerful man in England were quietly and privately interred in Westminster Abbey.8 In
1 ELLIS, Original Letters, Series I, vol. in, p. 256.
* Charles feared that the,mob might even now attempt to seize the Duke's dead body, and so had the funeral carried out in private. At ten o'clock next night there was a sham ceremony, with much pomp and unseemly noise to deceive the populace. See BIRCH, Court and Times of Charles /, i, p. 399.
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